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1.

Cutting Down A Barren Tree

Very few take seriously the demands of discipleship. Anyone who thinks that living the

Christian life is easy has not tried it.

The Tree Stands for Unrepentant People.

Luke 13:6-7 And he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard
and he came seeking fruit on it and found none.

Isaiah 5:1-2 Let me sing for my beloved, my love song concerning his vineyard: My
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a
wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.
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2. Jesus Prevents the Cutting Down of the Tree.

Luke 13:7b "Look, for three years now | have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and
find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?' [8] And he answered him,
‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until | dig around it and put on manure. [9] Then if it
should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but
is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance. ESV

Jeremiah 17:7-8 "Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
[8] He is like a tree planted by water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and doe:
not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and is not anxious in the yeal
of drought, for it does not cease to bear fruit." ESV

3. Patient Judgment Leads to Cutting Down the Tree.

Matthew 3:7-10 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming fo
baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? [8] Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. [9] And do not presume tc
say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father,’ for | tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children for Abraham. [10] Even now the axe is laid to the
root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.

Luke 3:9 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, [23] gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law.

Application:

God treats us sinners in this patient way now. God gives us opportunities of repentanc
God knows that many only live to make the ground of our society barren and sterile.
that they are not only useless to the church, but harmful to the world.

Luke 13:6-9
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